DISSECTION or A RABBIT                       23
by external examination, and their resemblance to the human
parts should be noted. The ribs, the sternum, and the
vertebrae can easily be felt.
Pick up the skin in the middle of the abdomen between your
fingers and push the sharp point of one blade of the scissors
through. Then cut upwards and downwards, taking care to
cut skin only. Reflect the skin outwards from the thorax
and abdomen, and pin it out at the side. You will find a
large muscle passing from the sternum to the fore-limb; cut
through this close to the ribs. Note appearance of the ster-
num, the ribs and their method of attachment to the sternum,
and the intercostal muscles.
Now cut along the middle line of the abdominal wall from
the end of the sternum downwards, and reflect the wall
outwards. The liver is noticeable at once and is easily
identified. Draw it down gently and notice above it the
arched partition, the diaphragm, separating the thorax from
the abdomen. The stomach under the diaphragm towards
the lefb, and the duodenum passing from it on the right are
easily found. The small intestine lies in many coils in the
middle of the abdomen. The large intestine is represented by
a light-coloured puckered tube lying across the lower right-
hand side, and also by a large sacculated tube of a dark colour
which occupies the lower part of the abdomen. This dark
tube is the caecum, and is relatively much larger in the
rabbit than in the human being. The bladder is found at the
bottom of the abdomen.
Pick up a coil of small intestine: it is attached to the
abdominal wall by a thin transparent membrane, the mesen-
tery. Cut through this and travel up and down along the
intestine until you have unravelled the whole from the duo-
denum to the rectum. In the bend of the duodenum is an
irregular greyish-white body, the pancreas. The spleen will
be found as a dark-coloured body just below the left of the
stomach. The kidneys and ureters are found at the back.
Cut open the stomach, and notice that a tube enters it from
above on the left. This is the oesophagus, a tube which
passes from the mouth down the back of the thorax, and
through the diaphragm to the stomach.